
 

 

Welsh Junior pistol athlete James Miller set new personal standards at the 

British Pistol Club Open Championships over the weekend 22/23 June. 

10m - Confident 

His main event, 10m air pistol, was first. Going into the event James said that 

he was feeling very confident as he had been able to train full time since 

breaking from Cardiff University for the Summer in the middle of May. His 

confidence was to be proven. As he approached the end of the 60  shot 

competition he was aware that he needed to hold his nerve, post-match he said 

“With 4 shots to go, I have to admit I did know that I needed three 9's and one 

10” [To achieve a score of 580]. 

 

 

Spectator support 

He was also aware that a crowd of athletes and spectators had gathered behind 

him. “After hitting three 9.9s in a row I laughed at myself because I knew I was 

trying too hard, I stopped for a bit, relaxed, restarted and well, it was one of my 

best shots ever” The crowd cheered as James hit a perfect 10.9 to achieve a 

new Welsh record score of 580 in both junior and senior categories, and 

winning the competition by a margin of  7 points. 

25m - Two more wins 

He shot another two competitions the following day, “just for fun”, both 25m 

events. In the Sport Pistol match he scored 575 and in Standard Pistol 564.  

Winning both matches and achieving a further two Welsh Junior records. 

Especially remarkable in the Standard Pistol match as it was the first time James 

had shot this event and he used a borrowed pistol. 

British Pistol Club Champion 

The 3 wins combined won James the overall BPC Championship title ‘Champion 

of the meeting’. He is also the ‘Associate Champion’, ‘Junior Champion’ and was 

awarded the Wilfred Ward Trophy. 

 

Where next? 

James has a busy summer; he will be representing Great Britain at the World 

University Games in Naples followed by the Junior World Cup in Suhl. On return 

to the UK he represents Wales at the British Junior International
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